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When I first received the assignment to write an essay about the Four-Way Test, I didn’t know what to write about. I am only thirteen years old. What could the questions of the Four-Way Test, “Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build goodwill and better friendships? Will it be beneficial to all concerned?” have to do with me? I thought that these questions only applied to adults. For example, if more leaders of the 20th Century, such as Hitler and Stalin, had asked themselves these questions, lots of suffering could have been avoided. However, after thinking about it for awhile, I realized that young people like me do need to be applying for Four-Way Test in our daily lives. If we start using it now to guide our behavior, then, when we get older, we will already be in the habit. Besides, there are many situations I have observed in my everyday life where using the Four-Way test as a guide would help to bring about a better outcome.
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)The questions, “Is it the truth?” and “Will it build goodwill and better friendships?” should be used by young people to build good relationships with parents and friends. I know that students sometimes lie to parents about homework and grades. Being truthful is a better approach. Parents can really help students improve their work habits and understand the importance of studying. Also, thinking about building goodwill and friendships can help young people to avoid forming cliques. These are common in middle school but are hurtful to those who are excluded.
“Is it fair to all concerned?” applies to the relationship between middle schoolers and their teachers. Teachers put in great effort to help their students. However, some students take advantage of this. For example, my science teacher does extra work by typing and printing definitions we need in our science dictionaries. All we have to do is cut and glue them into the correct page. However, some students don’t care about her effort and don’t bother to glue in the words. This isn’t fair to the teacher. The students aren’t being fair to themselves either because they end up not learning important science terms. If they thought more about being fair, the teacher would be happier and they would be better students.
“Will it be beneficial to all concerned?” applies to the idea of volunteering for community service. Many young people don’t enjoy going out to do community service. However, I have realized that service work is beneficial to all concerned. For example, if you work in a soup kitchen, you are helping those who need food and yourself. The needy can eat and you can get the good feeling of knowing that you have helped someone. Using the Four-Way Test as a guide, can make it a little easier to volunteer.
As you can see, even young people like me can use the Four-Way Test to make the world a better place![image: ] (
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