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SAMPLE TAKE HOME LETTER:
Middle Schools

Dear 8th-Grade Student and Parents/Guardians,

This year, our School will feature an ethics program that has been described by its creator as “24 words that will change your life.” That quote describes the Four-Way Test, which is the code of ethics for Rotary Clubs around the world and the one right here in the Hunt Valley area. 

You may have already seen a Four-Way Test bookmark or poster in the school this year, but the fun part of the program begins this month. We are asking 8th-grade students to write a short story/essay for their English classes that addresses all four elements of the Four-Way Test, which are:
	
Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

There will be a first, second and third place winner in each school, and prize money ($75 for first, $50 for second and $25 for third) will be awarded.

This is a short/story essay contest for middle school students, and it is up to the student to complete the project independently. Parents/guardians can feel free to offer advice for a creative way to communicate the Four-Way Test, and they are more than welcome to help with proofreading. But, the rest of the project must be completed by students.

Additionally, outside sources (both scholarly and pop culture) can be used to support the short story/essay, but they must be properly cited as part of the student’s own creative thoughts. 

The Rotary Club of Hunt Valley will judge the entries based on the following criteria:
		
How the four questions of the Four-Way Test are addressed
The short story/essay’s title
Writing that is grammatically correct and easy to understand
Creativity that makes the essay more interesting to the reader

Students must return their entry to the school’s main office by Friday, February 17, 2012. It is important that all entries include the student’s name, address, phone number and teacher’s name. A member of the Hunt Valley Rotary Club will then pick up the entries and determine the winners from each grade. Those winners will be announced in March during the morning announcements, and parents of the winners will be notified in advance.

Parents, please feel free to contact me, and students, please stop by my office with any questions.


Sincerely,



The Rotary Club of Hunt Valley - James W. Houck Foundation, Inc.  PO Box 94  Hunt Valley, MD 21030
www.HuntValleyRotary.com     www.JWHouck.org
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